Mastering Water Color

& Finish Synergy

| - The Homeowner's Guide to Designing Your Perfect Pool |
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You Aren’t Picking a Color.
You're Designing a Lens.

The most common misconception
in pool design is that the color of
the finish is the color of the water.

Water is a dynamic canvas influenced by four synergisﬁents:
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Base Color Depth Thermodynamics

Environment
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Base Color Science:
The Foundation of Hue

The Blues

The Teals
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White, Blue, & Gray Bases

Produces crisp, classic blue tones.
Ranges from light, sparkling tropical
blues to deep, rich ocean navies.

Green, Tan, Brown, & Black Bases

Produces blue-green, aguamarine,
and teal tones. Creates a natural,
- mountain-lake or lush lagoon aesthetic.
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The Depth Factor: Volume Dictates Vibrancy

——— Sun Shelf / Beach Entry (€ to 18 inches)

Transition / Shallow End (3 feet)

Transparent & True
Water appears nearly clear; the true color
of the raw finish is most visible here.

The Hue Emerges
Light refraction begins to bend the color,
shifting it toward its base tone.

——— Deep End (6+ feet)

Rich & Saturated
Maximum light absorption occurs. The
water appears significantly darker and
richer despite utilizing the exact same
finish,
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Thermodynamics: The Hidden Function of Color

Light Finishes
(White / Light Blue / Gray)

The Cool Retreat. Reflects sunlight. Keeps water
noticeably cooler, ideal for unshaded pools in
intense southern or tropical climates.

—— Dark Finishes
(Dark Blue / Black / Brown)

The Heat Sink. Absorbs and holds solar heat. Can raise water
temperatures by several degrees, naturally extending the
swim season and reducing artificial heating costs.
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Environmental Influences: The Sky is Your Ceiling

Morning High Noon Dusk & Night
(Low Sun Angle) (Direct Overhead Sun) (Shadows & LED)

—+— Creates surface glare and —— Sunlight penetrates deep into the —+— Shadows deepen the water's hue.
highlights the physical texture of volume, revealing the truest, most Artificial LED lighting placement and
exposed aggregate finishes. vibrant base color of the finish. color now dictate the entire mood

and aesthetic.
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Environmental Influences:
The Backyard Ecosystem

Landscaping

Heavy green foliage
and tall trees cast
green/yellow
reflections, shifting
blue pools to
appear more teal.
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Decking Materials

Red brick or dark pavers cast
warm reflections; white
travertine and light concrete
cast cool, bright reflections.
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Water Features

Bubblers, deck jets, and '
waterfalls aerate the water,
creating highly reflective,
white, opague zone

s that
break up the surface color. ‘
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Choosing Your Canvas:

Material Types & Longevity

|

Standard Plaster
(Marcite)

Classic, smooth, economical.
Highly susceptible to water
chemistry imbalances.

Lifespan: 5-8 years.

Quartz Finish

Plaster fortified with crushed
quartz. Smoother than pebble,
significantly more durable

than plaster.

Lifespan: 10-15 years.

Exposed
Aggregate
(Pebble)

Premium durability. Fade-
resistant, highly textured,
dynamic color profiles.

Lifespan: 15-20+ years.
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The Water Color Equation

[Base Material] [Water Depth] [Surroundings] [Final Perceived
Water Color]

Color variations across steps, depths, and times of day are not application flaws;
they are a normal, dynamic enhancement of the water reacting to its environment.
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Next Steps:
Preparing for Your Contractor
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| —— Define Your Vibe
Decide between a crisp blue resort feel (white/gray base) or a natural teal lagoon (tan/black base).
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| Assess Your Ecosystem
i Note your dominant landscaping colors and sun exposure to anticipate color shifts.
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L= Consider Climate
Choose dark finishes to retain heat or light finishes to stay cool.

_—— Demand Authenticity in Contracts

Ensure bids specify the exact brand and color, avoiding open-ended
terms like ‘exposed aggregate’ to prevent inferior substitutions.

| Verify Coverage & Warranty
" ' Ensure proper material coverage and record finish batch numbers
from the manufacturer’s bags onsite to secure your warranty.




